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UPCOMING EVENTS 
See the most current schedule of upcoming 
Eugene Mountain Rescue (EMR) Events at 

www.eugenemountainrescue.org. 
 
 

SAR Missions involving EMR  
 

Missing Hunters  
 
On October 25th, 2007, an EMR hasty team responded 
!"#$#%$&'#(")&!*#+,'-.//01#2//.3'#4%(+25#-'6)'1!#/"-#$&#
immediate search in the Bunchgrass Ridge (northeast of 
Oakridge) for two overdue hunters.  The weather was 
extreme and the search conditions were hazardous due 
to below-freezing temperatures and winds in excess of 
30 knots in the search area.  The hasty team arrived 
before midnight on October 25 and searched all night, 
coming out at 0700 on October 26th without finding any 
sign of the missing hunters.  The hasty team members 
were Wayne Anderson, Steve Cash, Don Harold, Kathy 
Jensen, Chris Jensen and Mike Pyle. 
 
A second wave of EMR personnel deployed to the 
search area early on the morning of October 26th and 
conducted search operations in difficult terrain until 1900 
hours without finding any sign of the hunters.  The 
second wave was composed of Maryanne Reiter, Brian 
Roddy, John Pegg and Kathy Jensen. 
 
A third and final wave of EMR personnel arrived in the 
search area on the afternoon of October 26th and 
conducted search operations until that evening when the 
two hunters were found separately after they walked out 
"&!"#-"$718##9,'#!:"#;'&<#="!,#.&#!,'.-#>?01#$&7#")!/.!!'7##
only in lightweight clothing, were exhausted from a rough 
night out in sub-freezing weather.  The third  wave of 
EMR searchers was composed of Michele McCall, 
Laurie Monico, John Mowat and Larry Schulze. 
 
**  (@'$7#A$*&'# B&7'-1"&01# CThe answer  is  blowin’  in 
the windD# "&# E$F'# G# /"-# $# 7'13-.E!."&# "/# "&'# !'$;01#
experience during this search.) 

 
 

Missing Hiker  
 
On November 6th, 2007, an EMR hasty team was 
deployed to search for a  lone hiker who failed to return 
from a day hike to the Olallie Mountain summit on 
November 4th.  The hasty team was comprised of Tim 
McCall, Laurie Monico, Bob Harrison and Wayne Deeter. 

 

 
EMR team deploying into the search area. 

 
This search mission evolved into a major operation 
involving hundreds of searchers and support personnel 
from several Oregon counties and lasted from November 
6th through  November 17th.  The missing hiker was 
never located.  According to the LCSO, the search will 
be resumed in 2008 as soon as weather permits. 
EMR personnel participating in search operations during 
this period included Tim McCall, Michele McCall, Sue 
Sullivan, John Mowat, Laurie Monico, Bob Harrison, Don 
McLaughlin, Mike Pyle, Maryanne Reiter, Brian Roddy,  
Carrie Ward, Jeremy Adolf, George Baitinger, Robert 
Graham, Chris Jensen, Kathy Jensen, Michael S Kelley, 
Larry Schulze, Cory Sipher, Adam Gapinski, Don 
Harrold, Larry Huff, Ray Smith, Susan Zeni, Deb Carver, 
Steve Cash, John Leavens, Danny Miller, John Pegg, 
April Anderson, Wayne Anderson, Scott Robbins and 
Wendy Sullivan from the LCSO Adult SAR team.  
Deschutes County searchers in the field with EMR 
included, Sue Morgan,  Kim Rich and Barbara Williams. 
 
More photos of this mission are available on the EMR 
website. 

http://www.eugenemountainrescue.org/
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Missing Mushroom Hunter  
 
A mushroom hunter missing in the Layng Creek area 
east of Cottage Grove  initiated a call out of EMR and 
Lane County Adult SAR personnel by the LCSO on the 
afternoon of December 13th.  When the initial search 
was unsuccessful, a second deployment of EMR moved 
into the search area on December 14th.  The injured 
subject was visually located by EMR aerial observer Tim 
McCall aboard an LCSO helo at mid-day on December 
14th.  McCall was subsequently able to direct ground 
searchers to !,'# 1)=H'3!01#location.  The subject was 
then successfully evacuated via ground litter carry that 
afternoon.   EMR members on this mission included 
Wayne Deeter, Don Harrold, Don McLaughlin, Mike 
Pyle, Jason Rice, Tim Thoren, April Anderson,  Adam 
Gapinski, Todd Hammans, Bob Harrison, Michele 
McCall,  Tim McCall, Laurie Monico, John Mowat, 
Maryanne Reiter, Larry Schulze, Susan Sullivan, Susan 
Zeni and Wendy Sullivan from the LCSO Adult  SAR 
team. 
 
 

 
EMR team prepares to move the patient across a stream. 

 
To see more photos of this search go to: 
www.eugenemountainrescue.org/members/gallery/index
.php 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Advertisement from the 1978 EMR newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eugenemountainrescue.org/members/gallery/index.php
http://www.eugenemountainrescue.org/members/gallery/index.php
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New LCSO SAR Administrative Assistant  
 
Your intrepid editor tapped freelance rescue reporter 
Dan Miller to interview the LCSO01# &':# +B@# $7;.&#
assistant so that we could all get to know h'-8# # I'-'01#
the story: 
  
Who is she?  Ms. Annie Rexford, an Oregon native who 
moved to Eugene from Bend where her family lives.  
Prior to coming to Eugene, Annie earned undergrad 
degrees in anthropology and chemistry at Cal-Poly.  Ms. 
Rexford is a busy person.  In addition to her LCSO SAR 
duties, she is a graduate student in biomechanics and 
!-$);$#$!#!,'#J#"/#2#:,'-'#1,'01# studying to become a 
medical examiner (ME) (s,'01  in the first year of the 
three-year ME program).  Annie also has a strong 
interest in mathematics and says she would love to 
teach that subject someday.  In the remaining hours of 
her busy week Annie works as a !'$3,'-01#$11.1!$&!# $!#
Willagillespie Elementary School in Eugene.  Along with 
everything else, Annie volunteers for the %(+201#
Criminal Investigation Section where she tracks 
runaways and writes missing person reports.  
 

 
Annie Rexford 

 
Annie is an avid cross country skier  and hiker (she grew 
up skiing at the Virginia Meissner Snow Park near Mt. 
Bachelor).  Ms. Rexford 1$*1#1,'01#not a fan of heights  
 
 

 
 
 
 
1"#1,'#,$1&0!#K'&!)-'7#.&!"#;")&!$.&''-.&F#4*'!58##Annie 
joined the LCSO Adult SAR team in 2006. 
 
Annie works ten hours per week performing 
administrative duties for the LCSO SAR program.  Her 
schedule varies depending on her class schedule.  She 
manages all of the volunteer group sign-in sheets, 
coordinates logistics for the SAR 101 courses and does 
a myriad of other admin tasks.   
 
The best way to contact her is via email at  
Annie.rexford@co.lane.or.us.   
 
Drop her a line and introduce yourself! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Donations to EMR  
 
In response to our deployment in support of the October 
2007 search for two missing hunters on Bunchgrass 
Ridge near Oakridge,  EMR recently received two 
Garmin Rhino GPS units (Mapping capable FRS/GRS 
radios with linked GPS that marks the location of the 
other radio) from the family of the once-missing hunters.   

mailto:Annie.rexford@co.lane.or.us
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Recent training events  

 
Mock Search, Diamond Peak  

 
EMR conducted a unit-level mock search on October 12-
13 at Diamond Peak.  The training weekend began with 
a mission planning session where everyone participating 
in the exercise observed the entire planning process 
until it was completed at 2300 hours on 12 October.  The 
search commenced at 0530 hours the next morning and 
involved looking for sign along trails on the west side 
and upper slopes "/# L.$;"&7# M'$N8# # 9,'# C;.11.&FD#
subject was successfully located in the afternoon. 
 
EMR members participating in the training included April 
Anderson, Wayne Anderson, Wayne Deeter, Adam 
Gapinski, Robert Graham, Peter Green, Don Harrold, 
Scot Hunt, Chris Jensen, Kathy Jensen, John Leavens, 
Maikey Lopera, Tim McCall, Michele McCall, Laurie 
Monico, John Mowat, Mike Pyle, Maryanne Reiter, Brian 
Roddy, Cory Sipher, Ray Smith, Sue Sullivan and Sue 
Zeni. 
 
 
 

Map & Compass Training  
 
EMR trainers refreshed members on map and compass 
field skills and radio technique on December 1st at Mt. 
Pisgah.  The practice consisted of a tabletop exercise 
where team members plotted several bearing and 
location computations followed by field exercises 
evaluating accurate movement on a bearing along with 
cross country land navigation skills.  Several new 
members were trained and evaluated on radio 
communications theory and technique.  EMR 
participants included Jeremy Adolf, April Anderson, 
Patrick Bolls, Sue Hutchinson Carey, Wayne Deeter, 
Robert Graham, Peter Green, Todd Hammans, Larry 
Schultz, Scot Hunt, Michele McCall, Juli McGlinsky, Don 
McLaughlin, John Mowat, Zachery Peterson, Julie 
Polhemus, Maryanne Reiter, Jason Rice Cory Sipher, 
Sue Sullivan, Tim Thoren, John Tupper, Sue Zeni and 
Wendy Sullivan from the LCSO Adult SAR team.   

 
 
 
 

Winter Skills Training  
 
See a good collection of photos from the 9-10 February 
winter skills training session at:  
 
www.eugenemountainrescue.org/members/gallery/2008-
winter-practice. 
 

 
9,:%95&"22%",%"%;"./%<=")0$#):>

http://www.eugenemountainrescue.org/members/gallery/2008-winter-practice
http://www.eugenemountainrescue.org/members/gallery/2008-winter-practice
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!"#$%&'(#)$*'$+,-(*&.$*&$/"#$(*&0 
By Wayne Anderson 

 
C%'!01#N''E#;"K.&FOOD 
 
I look back at Mike, face shadowed in spite of the light 
from the full moon. The terse nature of his response 
matches the tension that I have built up inside. We both 
have our game faces on, and we both know the 
consequences of a simEP'# !:.1!# "/# /$!'8CQ!01# $# ;$!!'-# "/#
being in the wrong place at the wrong time, when a tree 
/$PP1#"&#*")#.&#!,'#:""71D8 
 
We are three  miles into a seven mile search mission, 
-)&&.&F# $# 1'3!."&# "/# !,'# R)F'&'# !"# M(9# !-$.P8# A'0-'#
running now, not really searching. Running for our lives, 
it seems. Our original plan had been to move east along 
the trail from the point last seen (PLS) of two 70-year-old 
'PN#,)&!'-1#:,"#7.7&0!#1,":#)E#$!#!,'.-#E.3N-up point the 
7$*# ='/"-'8# 9,'*# 1!$-!'7# $!# ?ST?# 9,)-17$*8# Q!01# # ?UT? 
Friday, clear and cold. The pressing issue is the wind, 
blowing in excess of 40 mph. 
 
9,'# :.&7# =*# .!1'P/# .1# &"!# !,'# .11)'8# Q0K'# 1''&# EP'&!*#
worse. The kicker is that we are smack in the middle of 
the Warner Creek burn.  Fifty foot snags tower over us, 
gho1!P*# :,.!'# .&#!,'# ;""&P.F,!8#Q0;# !,.&N.&F#!,'# ;""&#.1#
not our friend. It might be easier to run this gauntlet if we 
3")P7&0!# 1''# 'K'-*# !-''<# P.N'# $# ;.&'# H)1!# :$.!.&F# !"# ='#
triggered. The trigger is the wind. 
 
Earlier in the search, we had stopped after hearing what 
sounded like rifle shots below us. Blowing whistles 
impotently into the gale, we had strained to hear more 
rifle shots, to no avail. We were on the ridge at that 
E".&!<#1!.PP#.&#F-''&#,';P"3N8#V":<#:'0-'#$#;.P'#.&!"#!,.1#
ghost forest and we know :,$!# !,"1'#C-./P'#1,"!1D# :'-'#
all about. 
 
Twenty minutes ago we heard the same sound 50 
meters uphill from us. Mike had seen the snag fall, a 
nanosecond after we had instinctively jumped under the 
only protection nearby, a flimsy root wad with a shard of 
trunk that might have saved us. I say might because we 
had very little time to figure where the danger might 
come from. 

V"!# !,$!# :'# ,$7&0!# =''&# :$-&'78# W./!*# *$-71# .&!"# !,'#
search, a sign posted above the trail announced that we 
:'-'# C'&!'-.&F# $# 7$&F'-")1# 1 ection of trail, with 
1.F&./.3$&!#!-''#/$PPD8#Q#,$7#&"!'7#.!#$&7#;"K'7 on. If Mike 
saw it he never said. We were well aware of the danger 
by the time the trail dropped off the ridge, having run 
through isolated groves of trees that had burned. 
Mistakenly, I had thought dropping off the ridge would 
keep us out of the wind and improve our odds. No such 
luck. 
 
Switch-backing down the ridge, we dropped into a hole 
and out of radio contact with everyone. Our original plan 
had been to meet with Chris and Kathy Jensen, who 
were moving toward us on the trail from the east. We 
would then backtrack to the PLS. I start having 
misgivings about a return trip back up the ridge. Then 
!,'# 3-$3N<# $&7# !,'# ,)77P'<# $&7# X.N'# 1$*1# CQ# 1''# .!<# G?#
;'!'-1#)E#!,'#,.PPOD 
 
We begin contouring through a seemingly endless 
P$&713$E'# "/# =)-&'7# !-''18# Q0;# !,$&N.&F# ;*# -)&&.&F 
partner at this point. About the time that the hunters 
were dropped off, I was midway through an 8 mile run. 
Halfway between Willamette and Blanton on the South 
Ridgeline trail in Eugene, my partner had begged off 
going all the way to the end of the trail, citing tired legs 
from a heavy run the day before.  My legs are now 
"//.3.$PP*#C!.-'7D8 
 
Q0;# /''P.&F# "N$*# "&# !,'# /P$!1# $&7# !,'# 7":&1<# =)!# N&":#
from the previous ups that Q0;#,$K.&F#!"#F"#.&!" CF-$&&*#
F'$-D#$&*!.;'#Q#,'$7#)E8#Q0;#1!$*.&F#$,'$7#"/#X.N'<#$PP#Q#
N&":# .1# ,'# ,$1&0!# 3";EP$.&'78# 9,'&< $F$.&# ,'# ,$1&0!#
1$.7#;)3,8#Q0K'#!-.'7#!"#7.//)1'#")-#/''P.&F1#"/#.;E'&7.&F#
7"";#=*#1.&F.&F#C#+!)3N#.&#!,' X.77P'#:.!,#Y")D8#X.N'#.1 
having nothing of it. 
 
We stop at one point to do another whistle search, the 
"&P*#E".&!#.&#$#;.P'#"/#!-$.P#!,$!#:'0K'#/'P!#1$/' enough to 
rest. We take our only break, eat a little food and talk,  
finally. We start to estimate what our risk is. We have 
two radios, so if one of us gets smooshed, we can at  
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least call in the accident without having to wrest a radio 
out from under some tree. The only problem is that we 
are out of radio contact.  A'#,$K'#&"#.7'$#,":#P"&F#:'0PP#
='#"//#!,'#-.7F'8#Q0;#!-*.&F#to raise radio contact, so far to 
no avail. 
 
Two-hundred yards post break we encounter 50 feet of 
trail covered in downed snag. Now I start to think about 
,":#="!,#"/#)1#3")P7#='#3)!#7":&#$!#"&3'8#+"#/$-#:'0K'#
1E$3'7#")-1'PK'1<#Q#='F.&#!"#:"&7'-#./#.!01#$ moot point. 
X.N'#.1#3$PP.&F#")!#!,'#CP'$&'-1D#,"K'-.&F#"K'-#!,'#!-$.P#$1#
we plough through what becomes the heart of the burn. 
Q0;# !-*.&F# !"# ;$.&!$.&# TZ[# 1E''7<# ,"P7.&F# 1";'!,.&F# .&#
reserve for the adrenalin-filled jump to safety in case of 
another close crack. 
 
From behind us a low moan roars, sounding much like 
the trains that we could hear coming from the mainline 
following Highway 58. This train comes from nothing but 
:.P7'-&'118# W")-# 7.1!.&3!# C-./P' 1,"!1D# /"PP":<# $&7# Q#
gestimate we have about 20 seconds before the gale is 
here. I start looking for safe harbor, examining the 
downed trees for something we could hole up in. 
X.N'01# $&1:'-# .1# ';E,$!.3O# C%'!01# N''E# ;"K.&FOOD# A'#
move on and, mysteriously, the gale never arrives.   
 
After another quarter-mile I am finally able to raise the 
Incident Commander (IC)8#Q!01#7.13"&3'-!.&F#!"#;'#!,$!#Q#
3$&0!# -'$3,# (,-.1# \  ]$!,*# 7.-'3!P*8# A'0K'# =''&# "&# !,'#
trail two hours, moving toward them. I ask the sheriff to 
relay a message to them asking how bad the terrain 
!,'*0 -'# !-$K'PP.&F# .18# Q# 3$&# ,'$-# ,'-# -'1E"&1'8# 9,$!01 
'&3")-$F.&FO#I'-#:"-71#$-'#'K'&#='!!'-^#C;'$7":1<#:.!,#
1";'#13$!!'-'7#=)-&1D8  
 
The trail begins to rise, I check my altimeter. Hopefully 
!,'*# :"&0!# /.&7# .!# P.N'# !,'# -)=*# 1P.EE'-1<  protruding out 
from under a tree. We gain 700 feet of elevation in a 
quarter mile. Halfway up I can hear Chris on the family 
-$7."1#:'0-'#3$--*.&F<#"&#!,'#"//#3,$&3'#!,$!#!,'#,)&!'-1<#
who purportedly have them, will be monitoring. I know 
:'0-'#3P"1'#&":8  
 
 
 

 
 
I begin to feel like a short-timer, getting the yips, looking 
for the tree that will get me. The wind is still blowing; 
E"11.=.P.!*# /"-# $&# $33.7'&!# .1# 1!.PP# !,'-'8# _*# &":<# Q0K'#
exhausted any reserve and am plodding.  Mike is close 
behind. 
 
Q0;#$=P'#!"#3$PP#]$!,*#"&#!,'#-$7."8#9,ey are waiting on 
the ridge top for us. Five minutes later we meet them 
and finally breathe a sigh of relief. Mike and I are sure 
that the hunters, one described as sedentary and 
overweight by a family member, would not have gone up 
the last portion of the trail. Most likely :'07# ,$K'# /")&7#
him as a heart attack victim on the trail. 
 
The walk out is anticlimactic. We drop off the ridge 
through beautiful bear grass meadows, with nary a snag 
in sight. At a point along the trail, Kathy points out an 
)&)1)$P#C-$.P:$*#C#1.F&#"&#!,'#!-$.P<#$&7#:' wax poetic on 
what a beautiful night it is, with Diamond Peak glittering 
in the distance. 
 
The next day the hunters walk out on their own. They 
had dropped off the trail at the railway sign, then 
separated in the pucker brush. The sedentary hunter 
shivered all night, in view of his brother0s fire. He claimed 
he heard voices above him that night on the trail, but 
:$1#&'K'-#P"1!#1"#7.7&0!#-'1E"&78 

 
©2008  
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10*/-).'$!*0+*/'  

 
Thanks to Wayne Anderson and 
Dan Miller for their writing 
contributions and to Laurie Monico 
and unidentified others for their 
photos. 
 
Now, what were the rest of you 
doing last month that kept you from 
writing some witty climbing stories 
for The Belay Line?! 

 
 
 
 
 

2008 EMR Board Members  
 

President    Tim McCall 
Secretary   April Anderson 
Treasurer   Brian Roddy 
Training Coordinator   Maryanne Reiter 
Equipment Coordinator   Mike Pyle 
Communications Coordinator Bob Harrison 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eugene Mountain Rescue is a 
member of the Mountain Rescue 
Association. 
 

 

 
 

General Information 
 

Eugene Mountain Rescue (EMR) specializes in search 
and rescue missions involving high angle or remote 
settings and works in close association with the Lane 
County Sheriffs Search and Rescue. 
 
Training practices are held once a month covering 
suspension systems, winter survival skills, 
avalanche/snow SAR, search techniques, tracking, 
glacier travel and crevasse rescue, map and compass 
practice and the use of radios.  
 
EMR also holds monthly meetings on the last 
Wednesday of each month (except in the summer) 
where we conduct refresher training on first aid, tying 
common rescue knots, rescuer safety, avalanche 
awareness, incident command system, and general 
equipment upkeep. 
 
Anyone interested in learning more about EMR can find 
additional information on our website and everyone is 
invited to attend the monthly meetings.   
 
Email Address: emr@eugenemountainrescue.org  
 
Website: www.eugenemountainrescue.org 
 
Postal Address: 
Eugene Mountain Rescue, Inc. 
P. O. Box 20 
Eugene, OR 97440-0020 
 
Newsletter editor: Steve Cash (stevecash@comcast.net) 
 
 
 
This newsletter can be obtained in PDF format from the 
EMR website - www.eugenemountainrescue.org 
 

http://www.eugenemountainrescue.org/
mailto:emr@eugenemountainrescue.org
http://www.eugenemountainrescue.org/
mailto:stevecash@comcast.net

